
· The flowers are blooming, and the 
beauty of nature is all around us.

· Cinco de Mayo is a great time for 
Mexican food, fun and celebration.

· We remember mothers on May 9th 
showering them with appreciation.

· Armed Forces Day May 16th honors 
those who serve in our military.

· May 22nd commemorates the first 
transoceanic voyage, Maritime Day.

· May 24th Victoria Day in Canada celebrating 
the birth of Queen Victoria in 1819.

· May 31st Memorial Day, raising the
flag to remember past heroes.

In May our children are finishing their school 
year and making plans for a glorious Summer of 

travel and fun. It is a chance to come together as 
family. I hope that as you prepare for the Summer 
we will think of family and how we as a church can 
continue to GROW our faith family. We will have 
several events over the Summer that will bring us 
together and offer new and meaningful ways to 
worship, fellowship, with one another.

I am excited to celebrate my youngest daughter’s 
birth on May 4th as she turns 26 this year. And I 
am especially excited as Meg and I anticipate the 
birth of our first grandchild due May 3rd. Before 
you ask, we don’t know if it is a boy or girl, but we 
are very excited.

I know that as the Summer begins excitement is in 
the air for all of us. We look toward normalcy as 
COVID at least has a vaccine and the promise of 
better days ahead. I am excited at the numbers of 
you who are feeling safe enough to come back and 
worship together.

May was originally named for a Roman goddess 
who oversaw the growth of plants. There has 
always been excitement for growth in the natural 
order of things. Plants grow, people grow, families 
grow, and this year let us make May the month 
that we grow in faith.

To grow in May let’s remember the words of I 
Timothy 4:15 “Practice these things, immerse 
yourself in them, so that all may see your progress.” 
He is speaking about acting in love, being faithful, 
pure, and setting the example for others as you 
devote yourself to reading the scripture and 
deepening your faith.

As I anticipate the growth of my family, I also 
anticipate the spiritual growth of each of us in our 
church family. Reach deep within and draw near 
to God, set a course, pursue faith, and live and 
example. Invite someone into your church family 
to come and GROW with us.

Blessings,
Hale
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MANY SPECIAL THINGS HAPPEN IN MAY

A new ministry opportunity is now 
available! Skidaway U will address 
an array of educational opportunities 
designed to help individuals grow 
spiritually, emotionally and mentally. 

Skidaway U 
= 

Skidaway United

Skidaway U 
= 

Skidaway University

Skidaway U 
= 

Designed for You

Our first virtual Skidaway U is presented by Dr. Gary Schopfer 
and offers a historical overview of Skidaway Island. Our 

second video will feature Pastor Hale hosting a virtual new 
member class for SIUMC. Future videos will include the history 
of SIUMC, Methodism in Savannah, maintaining post-pandemic 
emotional health, and much more! 

Videos will included in the weekly email as they are available 
and a library of videos will be included on our church website: 
www.siumc.org/skidawayu

Offering an array of in-person and virtual 
life-long educational opportunities 



                                         

YOUTH MOVIE NIGHT
MAY 7th |  7:00 pm 

Steve Saint was only fi ve 
years old when his father 

was brutally killed by Waodani 
warriors. Decades a� er 
their lives were changed by 
learning to walk God’s trail, 
the Waodani asked Steve to 
return to the jungle with his 
family to live among them 
again and teach them how to 

interact with the encroaching outside world. Steve must 
face the tragic events of his past and learn to fully trust 
God through terrible danger, great loss, and remarkable joy.

As recently shared with you, the church will follow a gradual return to “normal” operati ons. This measured 
approach also applies to the “reopening” of the Chancel Choir, including number of singers, use of masks and 

social distancing. During May, we will conti nue to rehearse on Wednesdays in the choir room from 7:00 to 9:00 pm 
and sing at the 10:00 am services on Sundays. During June, July, and August, we will have summer choir, rehearsing 
only at 9:15 before the 10:00 am services. If you would like to serve God through choir membership, please feel free 
to speak with me either in person a� er services or call my cell number (912) 272-3430.

All are welcome!

Soli Deo Gloria                                              Pacem                                            Blessings, Paul

May
lectionary

te xt

May 2nd:  Acts 8:26-40|  Ps 22:25-31  |  1 John 4:7-21  |  John 15:1-8
May 9th:  Acts 10:44-48  |  Ps 98  |  1 John 5:1-6  |  John 15:9-17

May 16th:  Acts 1:15-17, 21-26  |  Ps 1  | 1 John 5:9-13  |  John 17:6-19
May 23rd:  Acts 2:1-21  |  Ps 104:24-34, 35b  |  Rom 8:22-27  |  John 15:26-27, 16:4b-15

May 30th: Isaiah 6:1-8 | Ps 29 | Rom 8:12-17 | John 3:1-17

Joining sixteen million other immigrants who 
le�  their homelands for America between 

1890 and 1920, three sisters begin the long, 
diffi  cult journey. Enduring the ocean voyage in 
steerage and detenti on on Ellis Island, their story 
is America's story. Each woman will come to 
understand her secret longings and the meaning 
of home. If you plan to parti cipate, contact the 
church offi  ce at 598-8460. 

June 23rd Book: 
"The Sea Keepers Daughter" by Lisa Wingate

May's book:
"Until we reach home" by Lynn Austin

 Wed. May 26th    Parlor     10:30 am

Our camp goal is to challenge our “athletes” 
to follow Joshua's heroic example of 

wholehearted obedience to God. We will track the 
Israelites' dramati c odyssey to the Promised Land! 
With an "Olympion" themed VBS,  our “Coaches” 
will challenge kids to join God's Team and run the 
"Race of Faith" with love and obedience to God.

Parents, grandparents and neighbors are invited to 
our fi nal Olympic Event from 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm, 
Friday a� ernoon, June 11th, to watch their child 
compete in our Olympic Games!

We are looking for volunteers. Please contact 
Hannah if you'd like to help during this week.

Join us we explore God and science that will 
expand the curiosity of your to children. 

Including amazing scienti fi c facts, and fun 
experiments, Skidaway science nights will cover 
topics like: Space and ti me, Earth and weather, the 
human body, animals, plants, and more!

Come join us for some wet fun! Take on our 
water slides or fi nd some treasure in the 

foam pit. We will also have Kona Ice & a Food 
Truck on site. 

June 7th - 11th
 9:00 am - 12:00 pm

Every other monday, june 14th - july 26th

6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Wednesday, May 26th | 5:30 pm - 8:00 pm

A note from rob

A disciple is one who studies with a great 
teacher.  A disciple commits to growth, 

constantly learning, constantly seeking 
opportuniti es to be stretched. 

A visitor to the Vati can was quite impressed 
with the beauty and power of the place.  He 
asked Pope John XXIII this questi on: “How 
many people do you have working here?”  
With a twinkle in his eye, the Pope replied, 
“About half of them.” 

Real growth, real spiritual growth comes from 
God.  As a body of faith, to be alive is to grow. 

Peter encourages us all, “to grow in grace, and 
in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ” (2Peter 3:18). 

How are you growing?  What opportuniti es are 
you parti cipati ng to learn more as a disciple of 
Christ?  Begin now.  Grow now in the grace 
God freely gives.
 

- Rob

Ages 3 (po� y trained) 
- Rising 5th Graders

SUMMER CELEBRATION

Music Ministry

Calling all walkers, joggers and runners! Join us for a 
5K fundraiser to support our youth mission team. 

Our youth will be traveling to Tennessee this June for 
a mission trip to serve hands-on with building projects 
for those in need. Make a donati on of any amount to 
join us for this encouraging 5K that will be full of high-
fi ves and way-to-go's as our young people cheer on the 
parti cipants! The route will travel into Deer Creek and 
back with a water stati on at the midway point.  

Saturday, May 15th |  9:30 am

Learn more about Summer at 
SIUMC and sign up for events at 

siumc.org/summerfun

CHURCH INSTAGRAM PAGE:
@SkidwayIslandUMC

FAMILY MINISTRIES GROUP PAGE:
www.facebook.com/groups

/518362702212636



This year’s mission trip will take us to 
Gatlinburg, Tennessee, where we will 
be off ering one of our nati on’s poorest 
communiti es a helping hand by showing 
the love of Christ. Those going on this 
mission trip will be stepping out of their 

comfort zones and committi  ng a part of their summer vacati on to living out the Great Commission! For 
months now you have been able to meet some of our outstanding SIUMC Youth in our monthly spotlight. 
I hope you will join me in encouraging, supporti ng, and praying for them all as we ready for the summer! 

M E E T I N G  T H E  N E E D  t h r u   M i s s i o n s

family promise hygiene packs

Wesley Community Center

During the last Meet the Need campaign, our goal was $6,000... 
SIUMC stepped up and donated a total of $7,425! Here’s where your donati ons were spent: 

We supported this ministry in full for 
one week by providing funding for 
neded overnight staff  (prior to COVID, 
they used volunteers rather than 
staff ), provided food for breakfast and 
lunch for the week as well as a hot 
dinner each night. We also provided 
Easter bags, acti viti es, and an egg 
hunt for the children. Family Promise 
director Katrina Bosti ck att ended our 
recent Missions Committ ee meeti ng 
to off er a big thank you.  

A total of 400 hygiene kits were 
delivered to local organizati ons. 
A� er purchasing items, our young 
people got on board and packaged 
300 kits that were delivered to 
Union Mission, Salvati on Army 
and Park Place (100 to each 
organizati on). In additi on, we 
partnered with St. James Catholic 
Church to support their hygiene 
kit ministry in the prison system 
by purchasing 100 kits.

Dozens and dozens of toys were purchased for the 
preschool program at Wesley Community Centers. 
These new toys, educati onal manipulati ves and 
cra�  items will be used in the classrooms. 

Realizing that COVID will conti nue to impact travel, but also with the hope that restricti ons will 
conti nue to be li� ed, we would like to gauge interest in the possibility of internati onal travel in the 

next year or two. If you would be interested in one of these travel opportuniti es, please contact Michelle 
at 598-8460 or michelle@siumc.org

Oberammergau Passion Play 
Presented only every 10 years in the village of Oberammergau, Germany since 1634, 

the Passion Play originally scheduled for 2020 was pushed to the summer of 2022. This is a rare 
second chance for a journey of a lifeti me to include the dramati c presentati on of the life of Jesus 
as well as a tour of neighboring Austria and Switzerland. Travel dates would be summer of 2022. 

Holy Land 
While the Holy Land is opening back up to visitors in the coming months, we would be interested 

in coordinati ng a trip for SIUMC members and friends in the next year or two. As we look forward to 
a potenti al trip, please let us know of your interest and when you would feel comfortable traveling. 

Enjoy a guided tour of Wormsloe to include the history of early Georgia colonists, 
the 1730’s homestead  sett lement of the Jones family and the historic oak-lined 

drive. Our tour is scheduled for a “re-enactment day” and will highlight the colonial life 
era and a musket demonstrati on. The guided outdoor tour will cover approximately 
one mile and will last for one hour. Cost is $6 per person and parti cipants can explore 
independently following the tour. Contact Michelle (michelle@siumc.org) to register.

Wednesday, May 12  

9:30 am
Meet at Wormsloe

Wormsloe 
Historical 

Tour

AA
 Mon. - Sat.

 7:30-8:30 am
 Library

Al-Anon  
Monday 
4:00 pm
Library

AA & AL-AnonE a s t e r  R e f l e c t i o n
It was wonderful to be back for 

the Easter service. Thank you 
for the beauti ful, inspiring 9:00 
service. The sermon, by Hale, was 
very meaningful. The music was 
outstanding, both the angelic voices 
and the piano/organ and the trumpets 
were sublime. I loved the colorful 
fl owers at the altar, a welcome 
change, and the elegant fl ower 
arrangement in the foyer. It was very 
special to see many of our members 
there and have a chance to talk aft er 
the year long isolati on with COVID.

“

“

 Thursday, May 6th  
Messiah Lutheran

7:00 pm

- from a member


