
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Christmas Eve 
 



 

 
Prelude Music 

(Begins at 5:10 pm) 
 
 

Away in a Manger 
 

What Child Is This? 
 

The First Noel 
 

The Holly and the Ivy 
 

Wassail Song 
 

Noel Nouvelet 
 

We Three Kings 
 

God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen 
 

Angels We Have Heard on High 
 

Bring a Torch, Jeanette, Isabella 
 

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice 
 
 

Lorraine Jones, flute 
Paul Chant, piano 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Order of Worship 
December 24, 2018 at 5:30 pm 

 
(Asterisks indicate the people standing, as able.)  

 

WESTMINSTER CHIMES 
 
* CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                             Michelle Johnson             
  
 Leader:  O God our Father, you have brought us to this glad season  
  when we celebrate the birth of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
  Grant that his Spirit may be born anew in our hearts this day 
  and that we may joyfully welcome him to reign over us. 
  Open our ears that we may hear again the angelic chorus of old. 
  Open our lips that we, too, may sing with uplifted hearts.  
 
 People: Glory to God in the highest, 
  and on earth, peace, goodwill toward all; 
  through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
 * CAROL                                                  O Come, All Ye Faithful                                      ADESTE FIDELES 
                    

 
  O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
  O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem. 
  Come and behold him, born the King of angels; 
  O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
  O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 
  True God of True God, Light from Light Eternal, 
  Lo, he shuns not the Virgin’s womb; 
  Son of the Father, begotten, not created; 
  O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
  O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
   
  Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation; 
  Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!  
  Glory to God, all glory in the highest; 
  O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
  O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning, 
Jesus, to thee be all glory given.  
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing: 

  O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
  O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 

(All words printed with permission under copyright license number 11145960.) 



* CHRISTMAS AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                                                                               

I believe in Jesus Christ and in the power of the Gospel which began in Bethlehem. 
I believe in the One whose spirit glorified a small village,  
of whose coming the shepherds saw the sign,  
and for whom there was no room in the inn. 
I believe in the One whose life changed the course of history,  
for whom the kings of the earth had no power,  
and who was not understood by the proud. 
I believe in the One to whom the poor, the oppressed, the discouraged, 
the afflicted, the sick, the blind and the leprous gave welcome  
and accepted as Savior. 
I believe in the One who, with love, changed the hearts of the proud,  
and with his life, showed that it is more important to serve than to be served,  
and that the greatest joy is in giving your life for others. 
I believe in peace, which means justice among all peoples and nations  
and love among all. 
I believe in reconciliation, forgiveness and the transforming power of the gospel.  
 
I believe that Christmas is strength and power, and that this world can change  
if, with humility and faith, we kneel before the manger. 
I believe that I must be the first one to do so.  Amen. 

* GLORIA                                                                                                                                                                                       GLORIA 
 
 Come to Bethlehem and see Christ whose birth the angels sing; 
 come, adore on bended knee, Christ the Lord, the newborn King.  
 Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
 
WELCOME AND GREETING                                                                                                                             Rev. Hale Bishop       
 
LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE                  The Milling Family       
 
PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                      Michelle Johnson     
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE                                                                                                                            W ZLOBIE LEZY 
 

Infant holy, infant lowly, for his bed a cattle stall;  
oxen lowing, little knowing, Christ the babe is Lord of all. 
Swift are winging angels singing, noels ringing, tidings bringing: 
Christ the babe is Lord of all. 

 



MEDLEY OF CHRISTMAS CAROLS                   
                                                                                                                                      

The first Noel the angel did say was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
in fields where they lay keeping their sheep, on a cold winter’s night that was so deep.  

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel. 
    

We three kings of Orient are; bearing gifts we traverse afar,  
field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star.  
O star of wonder, star of light, star with royal beauty bright, 

wesward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light.  
 

It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old, 
from angels bending near the earth, to touch their harps of gold: 

“Peace on the earth, good will to men, from heaven’s all gracious King.” 
The world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing.  

 
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King;  
let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing,   

and heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven, and nature sing.  
  

SCRIPTURE READING                                         Luke 2:1-20 
 
CHRISTMAS MEDITATION                                      Arrive                                                   Rev. Hale Bishop 
                     
GREAT THANKSGIVING                      
 
 Pastor:    The Lord be with you. 
 People:   And also with you. 
 
 Pastor:     Lift up your hearts. 
 People:    We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
 Pastor:     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People:   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  
 Pastor:    It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 

thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  
 

   You created light out of darkness and brought forth life on the earth.  
   You formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath of life.  
 
   When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast. 

You delivered us from captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God, 
and spoke to us through your prophets.  
 

  In the fullness of time you gave your only Son Jesus Christ to be our Savior, 
and at his birth the angels sang glory to you in the highest and peace to your 
people on earth.  
 



Pastor:   And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn:                                                                  

                                                                                                                                                        
People:     Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.  

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.   

 
 Pastor:   Holy are you and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. As Mary and Joseph went 

from Galilee to Bethlehem and found no room, so Jesus went from Galilee to 
Jerusalem and was despised and rejected.  

 
   As in the poverty of a stable Jesus was born, so by the baptism of his 

suffering, death, and resurrection you gave birth to your Church, delivered 
us from slavery to sin and death, and made with us a new covenant by water 
and the Spirit.  

 
   As your word became flesh, born of a woman, on that night long ago, so, on 

the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to 
you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: “Take, eat; this is my 
body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  

             
   When the supper was over he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his 

disciples, and said: “Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new 
covenant, poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

    
   And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer 

ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union 
with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith.  

  
 People:    Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.  
  
 Pastor:   Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread 

and wine. Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be 
for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood.  

    
   By your spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in 

ministry to all the world, until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at 
his heavenly banquet.  

    
   Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your Holy Church, all 

honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.  
  
 People:    Amen.  
 
 
 



SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

(The United Methodist Communion Table is open to all who wish to receive the Sacrament. 
Please come to the altar from the center aisle and return to your seat by way of the side aisles.  

If you are not able to come forward, and desire to be served in your pew, please notify an usher.) 
 

COMMUNION MUSIC 
Sleep, Holy Child 
Madison Hudgins 

 
Breath of Heaven 

Meg Bishop 
 

Ave Maria 
O Holy Night 
Gesu Bambino 

O Little Town of Bethlehem 
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

 
Lorraine Jones, flute 
Paul Chant, piano 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER                                                                                                              Luke Hamner 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                   Christmas Lullaby                                                 John Rutter 

Chancel Choir  
 
* DOXOLOGY                                                                                                                                    CRANHAM 

 

 What can I give him, poor as I am? 
 If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
 If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part; 
 yet what I can I give him: give my heart. 
 
* SCRIPTURE READING                                     John 1:1-5 & 14                                          Michelle Johnson 

 

* LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 
 

(The Ministers will pass the light of the Christ Candle to the first worshipper in each pew. 
Please tilt your unlighted candle toward the lighted one to avoid dripping wax.  

As you leave, please place your candle in one of the baskets at the door.) 
 

* CAROL                                                      Silent Night                                                    STILLE NACHT 
 

Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
 



Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight;  
Glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing Alleluia!  
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born! 

 
Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light;  
Radiant beams from thy holy face with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

                                                                                                                                                          
Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light; 
With the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King; 
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born! 
 

* BENEDICTION                                                                                                                     Rev. Hale Bishop 
 
 Pastor:   Go into the world as bearers of the light. 
 People:  We are sent in the name of Christ, the light of the world. 
 

Pastor:   May the light of Christ illumine your souls and remain with you forever. 
 People:  Thanks be to God. Amen. 

                                                         

Lay Participants 

Acolytes - Duncan Manning, Tripp Milling  
 

Crucifer - Julia Smith  
 

Ushers & Greeters – Chip Birch, Cheryl Drwiega,  
Dee Barstow, Walter Fisch, Joyce Glenn,  

Charlie Higgins & Joannie Fish, Jane Nangle 
 

Church Staff 
Rev. Hale Bishop – Senior Minister 

Paul Chant – Director of Music Ministries 
Michelle Johnson – Director of Education 

Luke Hamner – Director of Youth Ministries 
Terry Coker – Administrative Assistant 
Amelia Jamerson – Office Coordinator 

Amanda Wooten – Children’s Church Coordinator 
Amel Nefatni - Controller  
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