
N ovember is consumed with thoughts of 
Thanksgiving. In additi on, we also celebrate All 

Saints Day remembering of our loved ones who have 
won the race to the Father’s house. The observance of 
Veterans Day honors all who have served the country in 
war or peace. There are also lesser known celebrati ons 
such as; Cookie Monster Day, Book Lovers Day, World 
Origami Day, Teddy Bear Day, Nati onal Espresso Day 
and the list is prett y long.

In every month we can fi nd things to celebrate and 
there are also things that we may not deem worthy of 
celebrati on. One celebrati on in November that is lesser 
known is very important. November 22nd is Christ the 
King Sunday. This celebrati on was initi ated by Pope Pius 
XI. His 1925 papal encyclical stated that the kingship of 
Christ is a bulwark against the “manifold evils in the 
world.” I believe that this year may be a perfect ti me 
to remember that we not only need but we have a 
bulwark against evil.

The origins of the day in the aft ermath of WWI 
reminded followers that the central them of Jesus’ 
teaching was the kingdom of God. We live in a world 
today where religion can be nominally worn as a 
lifestyle choice. Nominal religion is in name only with 
no real consequences or value to life. For others it is 
a convenience for societal acceptance, or just a part 
of our history and traditi on. Yet for the Christi an we 
must ask if Christ is king then what is our response and 
if Christ is not the king, then what is the point of all of 
this anyway?

Christ the King Sunday is an exclamati on point at the 
end of the liturgical year. We are reminded of the joy 
of Isaiah’s words: “For a child is born to us and a son is 
given to us, and the government is upon his shoulder, 
and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, 

Prince of Peace. His empire shall be multi plied and 
there shall be o end of peace. He will establish his 
kingdom and strengthen it with judgment and with 
justi ce, for ever and ever.

The challenge to us is to remember our loyalty to Jesus 
and not be consumed by the world. We are challenged 
to keep Christ supreme elevated over consumerism, 
nati onalism, and politi cal issues. Our faith reminds us 
that our allegiance is to something much higher than 
anything found in this world.

As we all focus on Christ as king both in our private 
and public lives, we are a blessing to society. This lesser 
known day of celebrati on honors Jesus as lord over all 
creati on. Let us this year as celebrate the special days 
of November never forget our allegiance to the King of 
kings. May we all renew our pledge to serve Jesus and 
renew our confi dence in the eternity He has promised 
those who are His subjects. Christ the King Sunday is 
also the last Sunday of the liturgical year. We proclaim 
our allegiance as we then turn to prepare our hearts for 
the season of and as we pledge allegiance to Christ let 
us prepare our hearts and we begin the new liturgical 
year with our celebrati on of Advent.     - Hale
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I am amazed at the level of care and concern that you each 
have for the other. A group is in the process of calling 

all members in att empt to do a wellness check.  We are 
also seeking to fi nd ways we as a church can assist those in 
need. The Marshes are relaxing their protocol. Remember 
to call the church offi  ce if you know of a need or know of 
an illness. Jesus commands us to love one another. May 
love be our goal this day and every day.    - Rob

Our fi rst Meeti ng the Need campaign was so successful with over $20,000 raised for local missions, that our 
Missions Team wants to "do it again"! Our next Meeti ng the Need campaign will run through November and 

December with a goal of raising $6,000 for local projects which include:

Donati ons for Meeti ng the Need can be made through mid-December by writi ng a check to SIUMC (indicate Meeti ng 
the Need in the FOR line). Together we can make a diff erence!

Winter Gear will be donated to several local shelters for men, women and children. Gently used coats can be donated 
and monetary donati ons will be used to purchase new coats, gloves, hats and socks to be distributed to local shelters.

Park Place Outreach is a youth emergency shelter for teens who come from diffi  cult situati ons and provides residents 
with a safe place to sleep, healthy meals, intense counseling and assistance with school and tutoring. Donated funds 
will be used to purchase needed cleaning supplies and clothes for teen residents.

A Book Fair for the neighboring Hispanic communiti es will be organized off ering educati onal books, supplemental 
bi-lingual workbooks and manipulati ve packs that will be purchased and distributed. 

a note from roba note from rob

Christ the kingChrist the king

MEETING THE NEED
Ways you can support those right here in our local community

winter gear

outreach funds

Book fair



P lans are underway to present the Nati vity story this 
December using multi ple scenes, characters and 

narrati on. This event will allow for social distancing (for 
both volunteers and guests) while sharing the message 
of the birth of Christ as cars and golf carts drive a specifi c 
path toward the fi nal nati vity scene. Volunteers are 
needed NOW to sew costumes, design sets and gather 
supplies. Volunteers will be needed the DAY OF the event 
to set up luminaries and sets, serve as characters, and 
greet visitors as they arrive. If you would be willing to 
help, please reach out to Hannah or Michelle so we can 
get you connected where you can best serve.

drive-through live nativitydrive-through live nativity

Wednesday, Dec. 2nd
Hybrid Meeti ng    10:30 am

Sunday, December 20th

Allows for both in-person 
& virtual parti ciptati on

ladies book clubladies book club
November book: "before we were yours" November book: "before we were yours" 

by lisa wingateby lisa wingate

B ecause of Thanksgiving, our Ladies Book Club will 
meet on Wednesday, December 2nd to discuss 

the November book. "Before We Were Yours" is based 
in Memphis, TN, 1939. Twelve-year-old Rill Foss and 
her four younger siblings live a magical life aboard 
their family’s Mississippi River shantyboat. But when 
their father must rush their mother to the hospital 
one stormy night, Rill is left  in charge—unti l strangers 
arrive in force.

Music MinistryMusic Ministry
A ll Saints (November 1 or the fi rst Sunday in November) is a day of remembrance for the saints, with the New 

Testament meaning of all Christi an people of every ti me and place. We celebrate the communion of saints as 
we remember the dead, both of the Church universal and of our local congregati ons. For this reason, the names of 
persons in the congregati on who have died during the past year will be solemnly read. As well, a candle will be lit and 
a bell will be rung aft er each name is read.

On Sunday, November 1st, we will observe All Saints Day and celebrate Holy Communion. Kristi n King will be with us 
to play the harp at both services. We will sing the traditi onal hymn "For All the Saints" by Walsham How to the familiar 
tune SINE NOMINE by Ralph Vaughan Williams. According to umcdiscipleship.org, "This hymn is a commentary on the 
arti cle in the Apostles’ Creed, 'I believe in the Communion of Saints.' Within the Anglican traditi on, the relati onship 
with the faithful on earth—The Church Militant—and the saints in heaven—The Church Triumphant—is paramount. 
This hymn emphasizes this union."   

Soli Deo Gloria, Pacem, Paul

W ith many of our area schools off ering virtual or 
hybrid learning, SIUMC unveiled Learning PODS 

this fall as a way to partner with our families as we 
navigate the 2020-2021 academic year. For Hannah 
Bass, director of children and youth, the Learning POD 
was a major outreach project. With the guidance of 
Susan Donovan, who serves as the POD Coordinator, the 
two were able to transform Bailey Hall from a fellowship 
hall fi tti  ng for coff ee hour into a school inside a church 
with a scatt ering of desks fi tt ed for virtual school.

POD would not be possible without the commitment 
of workers and volunteers who quickly pooled their 
talents together. Tim Baldwin and Phil Van Ess used 
their carpentry skills to build sneeze guards, taking 
rough sketches and innovati ng it into existence. Joey is 
invaluable when it comes to technology and the kids 
love to have a male fi gure around. Annie is wonderful 
with breaking down assignments and helping the kids 
work through things that are confusing or hard to grasp. 
Betti  e is the “playground lady” and the kids love to see 
her coming because they know it is almost break ti me 
on the playground. Judd is very helpful with our middle 
school kids. He is fun to talk to about sports and is 
helpful with getti  ng them to focus on their work. Phyllis 
is loved by the younger children as they complete their 
assignments or work at the art table.

“It has been fun and educati onal watching the children 
learn how to navigate their learning platf orm. It did 
not take them long to fi gure out how to get logged in 
and begin Zooming with their teachers. It is great to 

see them get excited to see their teachers and interact 
with them,” Susan Donovan said. “It has been great to 
watch new friends being made. Whether it is on the 
Lego rug, at the art table, eati ng lunch in a circle, or 
playing on the playground, friendships are being made 
and strengthened.”

POD learning has introduced friends invited them to 
our church and other ministry programs for children. 
“We have att racted new families who have started to 
take part in our events and youth who have joined our 
Wednesday Night Worship and Wackiness, and it has 
been a pleasure to help meet the needs of our families 
in such a practi cal way,” Hannah said.

The Learning PODs benefi t students who need academic 
accountability and social interacti on while not at school, 
while assisti ng parents who need ti me to get their work 
done and help their children do school.

“The learning pod at SIUMC has been such a blessing for 
our family! The kids are able to grow and learn in a safe 
environment, while I have been able to accomplish tasks 
I would not have otherwise been able to accomplish. 
Most importantly, the kids both enjoy their ti me there 
and look forward to going!,” said Jaime Shaw, who is a 
mother to a third grader and kindergartener.

Even the young children sense the value of community 
in POD learning. Pre-K student Ellie Donahue told her 
mother, “Mommy, Church School is so much fun!” 

o f  t h e  pa r i s h
By: Grace Wilson
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The new Upper Room daily devoti onal 
books for November and December are now 
available for pick up. They are located in a 
basket outside of the main offi  ce door. If 
you'd like one mailed instead, please email 
amelia@siumc.org or call the church offi  ce 
with the size you prefer (small or large).


